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WHAT IS MILE?

• MILE stands for Metadata Image Library Exploitation

• MILE is a thematic network project made up of picture industry 

organisations, public institutions & trade associations united by a 

common goal:

• MILE received a 3-year grant (Oct 2006 – Oct 2009) from the 

European Commission’s eContentplusprogramme to fund its work on 

improving metadata.

to improve the ways in which cultural heritage images are accessed & 
used throughout Europe by making image metadata more interoperable
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• Image libraries maintain a vast wealth of Europe’s cultural heritage in their 

archives 

• In the rush to digitise this content to keep up with ever-increasing 

technological developments, image holders are struggling with the data 

that supports the images – this is metadata

MILE RATIONALE
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To establish methods to 

improve image metadata 

to enable museums, 

libraries & archives to 

improve the use, trade & 

accessibility of their 

images

MILE’S AIM

to increase access 

to and use of 

Europe’s cultural 

heritage
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OBJECTIVES

Enrich content & 
interoperability in European 
Information Society for growth 
& employment

Creation & circulation of 
European content & preserving 
Europe’s heritage

Better conditions for 
accessing, using, re-using & 
exploiting digital material

Make digital content in Europe 
more accessible

eContentplus objectivesMILE objectives

Establish recommendations for metadata guide for: 
• inter-museum/ collection use
• museum/ collection & educational exchange
• commercial maximisation

Evaluation of existing image metadata practice & propose 
options for single harmonious metadata creation system

Investigate metadata problems with existing image search & 
retrieval methods. Automatic translation vs. multilingual 
thesauri

Establish & define IPR problems & evaluate metadata 
methods to overcome restrictions for orphan works & protect 
against piracy 

Build awareness of problems investigated & potential solutions

Create a European-wide database of orphan works
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MILE PROJECT WORK
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• Initiate awareness activities

• Demonstrate best practices on how to      

enrich digital content

• Offer guidance to digital image users

• Provide assessment & improvement 

plans for digital image collections

• Offer recommendations for future 

action/ investigation

to ensure enrichment, circulation and interoperabil ity of 

image metadata in the EU
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WP Work Package (WP) WP leader

1 Project management The Bridgeman Art Library

2 Metadata classification The Bridgeman Art Library

3 Metadata search & retrieval The Bridgeman Art Library

4 Metadata Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) The Bridgeman Art Library

5 Awareness & dissemination The Bridgeman Art Library

6 Assessment & evaluation The Bridgeman Art Library

WORK PACKAGES
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PLANNED RESULTS
RESULT 
No.

PLANNED RESULT SUCCESS INDICATOR WORK 
PACKAGE(S)

ER 1 Definition of single harmonious 
metadata system

• Member participation in MILE events
• MILE survey
• Report on metadata

WP 1
WP 2
WP 3

ER 2 Definition of single harmonised 
translation system

• Report on metadata to improve 
image search & retrieval

WP 2
WP 3

ER 3 Improvements to understanding 
& practice of image IPR

• Report on metadata IPR
• Evaluation report on overcoming IPR 
restrictions

WP 1
WP 4

ER 4 Industry awareness of problems 
under investigation & MILE 
proposed solutions

• Project dissemination
• Guides on project website
• RSS news fees to image libraries
• Partner promotion
• Trade association co-operation

WP 1
WP 5

ER 5 Creation of database of orphan 
works

• Report on orphan works issues & 
possible solutions
• Recommendation from partners for 
database

WP 1
WP 4
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��� � Metadata classification – the cataloguing and data entry processes for 

images

Over the past three years MILE has investigated concerns with metadata:

www.mileproject.eu

��� � Metadata search and retrieval – trying to locate images online

��� � Metadata and Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) – metadata practice & 

legalities surrounding  image copyright and images with unknown 

rightsholders (Orphan Works)

WHAT MILE DOES
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One size fits all? – MILE had a dream of one continent, one metadata 

standard.  But no-one has the time or money to commit to this.  So MILE 

has created guides to creating, maintaining and sharing metadata, a realistic 

solution to using what you’ve got and making it work across all borders.

WHAT HAS MILE FOUND?
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MILE & METADATA CLASSIFICATION

www.mileproject.eu

• Provided best practice guides on how best to harmonise image sharing

• Evaluated potential solutions such as specific metadata standards, technological 

developments in piracy prevention, proposals for both legislative reform & 

non-legislative solutions to Orphan Works

• Created a set of core element fields for ensuring metadata is interoperable

• Created a mapping diagram for the major metadata schemas
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Keep it clean – by making sure your metadata is clean and consistent, 

you’ll be equipped for interoperability in the Digital Age and beyond.  

WHAT HAS MILE FOUND?
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MILE & METADATA SEARCH & RETRIEVAL 
AND TRANSLATION

• Evaluated potential S&R tools such as image recognition technology, ontologies, 

subject mapping, term glossaries, linked subject heading, metadata indexing, 

ISO standards…

• Evaluated potential translation tools such as multi-lingual and mono-lingual 

thesauri, automatic translations tools, metadata hierarchies, ontologies, subject 

mapping, term glossaries, linked subject heading, metadata indexing, ISO 

standards…



www.mileproject.eu 

Imagine no possessions – you are the custodian of a treasure trove 

of artistic, historical, cultural and social images.  Protecting it by using 

a combination of anti-piracy software and Digital Rights Management 

ensures its security today and for the future. 

WHAT HAS MILE FOUND?
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MILE & METADATA IPR

• Raised industry-wide awareness of problems under investigation including Orphan Works

• Found a working solution to Orphan Works via rights registries such as The WATCH File

• Improved understanding of IPR issues & metadata rights practices

• Created a database to aid some of the Orphan Works problems

• Evaluated potential solutions such as technological developments in piracy prevention, 
proposals for both legislative reform & non-legislative solutions to Orphan Works
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MILE Network Partners and Guest Partners
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MILE Network Partners
• Aisa – bcn, Spain

• Alinari 24 ORE, Italy

• Archetypon, Greece

• ARROW, Italy 

• BAPLA (British Association of Picture Libraries and Agencies), U.K.

• Bridgeman Art Library, U.K.

• Bildombudsmannen A.B., Sweden

• Collections Trust, U.K.

• EUROPEANA, The Netherlands

• Fotofinder, Germany

• System Simulation, U.K.

• Stiftung Preussischer Kulturbesitz, Germany

• The PLUS Coalition, U.K.

• Trinity College Dublin, Ireland

• Wardynski & Partners, Poland
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• Aisa-bcn, Spain

• Stiftung Preussischer Kulturbesitz, Germany

• BAPLA (British Association of Picture Libraries and  Agencies), U.K.

MILE Network Partners

• Archetypon S.A., Greece

• Wardynski & Partners, Poland

��� � Trinity College 

Dublin, Ireland

• Bildombudsmannen AB, Sweden

• Alinari 24 ORE, Italy

• The Bridgeman Art Library, U.K.

• Fotofinder, Germany

• System Simulation, U.K.

• PLUS Coalition, U.K.

• The Collections Trust, U.K.

• EUROPEANA, 

The Netherlands

• ARROW, Italy



MILE Guest Partners
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• CACAO, Europe

• CASED Project, Germany

• National Portrait Gallery, U.K.

• SILVER Project, U.K.

• Swiss National Library, 

Switzerland

• The Getty Institute, U.S.A.

• The Israel Museum, Israel

• The National Archives, U.K.

• The Publishers’ Association, U.K.

• 5RB, U.K.

• Canadian Copyright Board, 

Canada

• Jonathan Band, policybandwidth, 

U.S.A.

• PicScout

• The © Registry, U.S.A.

• The WATCH File, U.K. & U.S.A.

• DIBAM, Chile

• Université de Montréal, Canada
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• CASED Project, Germany

• 5RB, U.K.

• CACAO, Europe

• The Israel Museum, Israel

• Copyright Board of Canada, Canada

• Université de Montréal, Canada

• Universidad de Chile, Chile

• Swiss National Library, Switzerland

• National Portrait Gallery, U.K.

• SILVER Project, U.K.

• The National Archives, U.K.

• The Publishers’ Association, U.K.

• Jonathan Band, policybandwidth, U.S.A.

• The © Registry, U.S.A.

• The Getty Institute, U.S.A.

• The WATCH File, U.S.A. & U.K.

• PicScout, Israel
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MILE RECOMMENDS:

www.mileproject.eu 

Q:  Lost in a sea of metadata schemas? 

A:  See MILE’s guides to creating, maintaining and harvesting metadata
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MILE RECOMMENDS:

Q:  Trouble mapping from schema to schema?

A:  See MILE’s crosswalk, 

a guide to mapping across the main metadata schemas
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Q:  Want to make your inhouse metadata schema 

compatible with other standards?

A:  See MILE’s set of core element fields

MILE RECOMMENDS:
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Q:  Orphan Works issues?  

A:  Go to The WATCH File, the first international C opyright registry

MILE RECOMMENDS:
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Go to www.mileproject.eu
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